
 

Gastrointestinal Infection Society of India (GISI) 
Department of Gastroenterology (Microbiology Division) 

Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and Research, Chandigarh – 160012, INDIA 
E-mail: gisi2007@rediffmail.com |Website: www.gisi.in  

Regd. Office:  Flat No. 33, GH3, Sector 5, Mansa Devi Complex, Panchkula, Haryana - 134109 

 

GISI NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 2015 

Founder & Chairperson 
Prof. Chetana Vaishnavi 
 

Executive Committee 
 

President 
Prof. Bella Mahajan 
 

President-Elect 
Prof. Rajoo Singh Chhina 
 

General Secretary 
Prof. Deepinder Kaur 
 

Joint Secretary 
Dr. Shashank Purwar 
 

Treasurer 
Dr. Manjula Mehta   
 

Editor 
Prof. Chetana Vaishnavi 
 

Assoc. Editor (North) 
Dr.  Sandeep Dogra 
 

Assoc. Editor (South) 
Prof. Mamatha Ballal 
 

Advisory Members 
Prof. Y. K. Chawla 
Prof. Harminder Singh 
Mr. V. K. Vaishnavi 
Prof. Pallab Ray 
Prof. Arti Kapil 
Prof. Gopal Nath 
 

Executive  Members 
Prof. Selvaraj Stephen 
Dr. Omesh Goyal 
Dr. K. K. Prasad 
Prof. Veenu Gupta 
Dr. Sagar Khadanga 
 

Governing Council Members  
Prof. Atul Sachdev 

Prof. Meera Sharma 

 GISICON 2015 
Govt. Medical College, Jammu 

 

FINAL PROGRAMME 
 

1. Key Note Address: Hepatitis E: A Global Health Problem - From Discovery 
towards Cure and Control - Prof. M. S. Khuroo, Director, Digestive Diseases 
Centre, Srinagar. Ex-Director, SKIMS, Srinagar 

 

2. Hepatitis C virus – An update on prophylaxis and therapy - Prof. Atul 
Sachdev, Director Principal, GMCH, Chandigarh 

 

3. GI pathogens in Hospital Care – Screening and Management - Prof. Pallab 
Ray, Professor, Microbiology Dept., PGIMER, Chandigarh  

 

4. Preterm gut microbiota: Prevention of Necrotising Enterocolitis and sepsis - 
Dr. Neelam Kler, Chairperson, Neonatology, Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, New 
Delhi 

 

5. Gastro Intestinal Bleed – Infective aetiology and its management - Prof. S K 
Sinha, Professor, Gastroenterology, PGIMER, Chandigarh 

 

6. Stepping out of Lab: Bedside interpretation of antibiogramme - Prof. Chand 
Wattal, Senior Consultant, Microbiology, Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, New Delhi 

 

7. Debate: Management of Acute Infective Necrotising Pancreatitis: Surgeon’s 
versus Physician’s Perspective - Prof. Rajoo S Chhina, Dean & 
Gastroenterologist, DMC, Ludhiana and Dr. Mohit Sharma, GI Surgeon, 
SGRDIMSR, Amritsar 

 

8. Enhanced Liver Fibrosis Test: A novel non-invasive solution for evaluating 
liver fibrosis - Dr. Richard Rumnong, Mumbai 

 

9. Multiplex detection of GI pathogens in clinical stool specimens - Dr. Anil 
Tarigopula, Consultant, Apollo Hospitals, Chennai 

 

10. GI Fungal infections  - Prof. Jagdish Chander, HOD Microbiology, GMCH, 
Chandigarh 

 

11. Approach to management of Hepatic Hydatidosis - Prof. Gabriel Sunil 
Rodrigues, GI Surgeon. Kasturba Medical College, Manipal 

 

12. Faecal Transplants – Recent advances in Management of IBD - Prof. Chetna 
Vaishnavi, Microbiology Division, Gasteroenterology, PGIMER, Chandigarh 

 

13. Genetically modified food and altered gut milieu - Prof. Rekha Harish,  
HOD, Paediatrics, GMCH, Jammu 
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Long-term Effects of Fecal Transplants Questioned 
 
Fecal transplants are increasingly being used to treat Clostridium 
difficile infection. The novel approach stands in marked contrast to 
standard of care, which is treatment with powerful antibiotics such 
as vancomycin and metronidazole. Yet not everyone is convinced 
that the approach is ready for regular clinical use. 
 
In an editorial published online October 20 in the BMJ, Tim Spector, 
MD, from King's College in London, United Kingdom, and Rob Knight, 
PhD, from the University of California, San Diego, call for high-quality 
trials to provide more complete information on the long-term effects 
of fecal transplants. 
 
"As well as refining faecal transplants to include most of the key 
beneficial microbes, we urgently need more expertise and centres, 
proper screening of donors, and good long term trials and 
monitoring procedures in order to provide sensible advice," they 
write. "Otherwise, especially given the ease of performing the 
procedure at home following instructions on the internet, patients 
with many chronic complaints may lose patience and take matters 
into their own hands with unpredictable consequences." At this 
time, the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has granted fecal 
transplant a temporary exemption from its status as an 
investigational drug.  
 
Patients typically receive fecal transplants for C difficile infections, 
yet there are few studies to support its efficacy as a treatment for 
early and very resistant infections. Moreover, studies in support of 
the use of fecal transplants in other settings, such as for treatment 
for allergy and obesity, are even sparser. 
 
Dr Spector and Dr Knight also point to the risks from the procedure, 
including infection and the possibility of weight gain, as highlighted 
by a few cases. Elizabeth Louise Hohmann, MD, from Massachusetts 
General Hospital in Boston, performs fecal transplants using a 
capsule. "We certainly need a lot more information — follow-up, 
careful studies — particularly for other indications," explained Dr 
Hohmann in an interview with Medscape Medical News. "I think it is 
a fast-moving field," she added. 
 
http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/852983?nlid=89464_2243&src=wnl_edit_m
edp_infd&uac=121985PY&spon=3&impID=866289&faf=1 

 



ACHIEVEMENTS OF GISI MEMBERS 
 

1. Dr Rajoo Singh. Dean (Academics) DMCH Ludhiana was elected Secretary of Nutritional Society of India 

and UN adviser to Government of Punjab. 

2. Prof. A. K. Sood, DMC, Ludhiana and Prof. Rakesh Kochhar, PGIMER Chandigarh jointly organized the 5th 

National IBD Meet on September 12-13, 2015 at The Lalit Hotel, Chandigarh. More than 600 delegates 

participated in the Meet. 

3. Prof. A. K. Sood chaired the session on Management of IBD and was a panelist for Dinner Symposium 

during the Meet. He also chaired a session on ECCO Consensus during the 41st ECCO Educational 

workshop held on September 13, 2015 at Chandigarh. 

4. Prof. S.V Rana chaired a session on Nutrition and IBD during the 5th National IBD Meet at Chandigarh. 

5. Prof. Rakesh Kochhar, chaired a session on ECCO Consensus during the 41st ECCO Educational workshop 

held on September 13, 2015. 

6. Prof. Govind Makharia, AIIMS New Delhi, discussed a case on the management of treatment refractory 

moderate ulcerative colitis during the workshop.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
1. Bidding for GISICON 2019 and 2021 are invited from all the GISI members and shall be accepted on first-

come first-served basis. 

2. Life Membership fees of GISI are INR 3000.00 payable by bank draft or cheque at par in favour of 

“Gastrointestinal Infection Society of India” payable at Chandigarh, INDIA. 

3. Manuscripts for Journal of Gastrointestinal Infections should be typed in MS-Word and 

Figures/Photographs in JPEG format and submitted by e-mail to the Editor-in-Chief only 

at jgi.gisi@gmail.com or gisi2007@rediffmail.com so that the papers are not lost. Authors are also 

encouraged to submit the manuscript online at the website www.gisi.in for rapid processing. Instructions 

to authors are also available under GISI Journal action link in the website. 

4. All GISI members are requested to pass on any news that they desire to be published in the newsletter. 

This will include information of awards received, fellowships obtained or travel abroad for academic 

purposes and any other information that may be of interest to the members.  

5. Indian Life Members desirous of receiving Certificate of Membership may send a Demand Draft of INR 

250.00 in advance. Foreign Members may send USD 25.00 in favour of ‘Gastrointestinal Infection Society 

of India’, payable at Chandigarh, addressed to Prof. C. Vaishnavi, Dept. of Gastroenterology, Postgraduate 

Institute of Medical Education and Research, Chandigarh-160012, India. Kindly quote your Life 

Membership No. along with the request. 
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MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 

Note: GISI Life Membership is open to Clinical Microbiologists/Gastroenterologists/Clinicians and  
Health Care Workers involved in the specialty of gastrointestinal infections. 

 

PERSONAL INFORMATION (Please type or print clearly in capital letters) 

1 Full Name 
(Prof/Dr/Mr/Ms/Mrs) 

First: Middle: Last: 

2 Date of Birth (DD/MM/YYYY)  

3 Qualification  University: 

 Designation   

4 Official Address  

State: PIN: Country: 

5 
 

Residential Address House No: 

Area/Locality: 

City/Town: 

State: PIN: Country: 

6 Telephone (with STD code) Office:  Residence: 

7 Fax (with STD code)   

8 Mobile  

9 E-mail  
 

 
 

REGISTRATION FEE DETAILS 

1 Life Membership Fee 1. Individuals (India): INR 3000.00 
2. Individuals (Foreign): USD 200.00 
3. Institutions: INR 3000.00 
4. Patrons: INR 20,000.00 and above 

2 Payment Details Cheque/Demand draft (select one) Cheque/Draft No.                       

Bank details: Dated:                                

Amount:  

Cheques/Demand draft should be drawn in favour of "Gastrointestinal Infection Society of 
India" payable at Chandigarh. 

3 Declaration I declare that the information given by me is true and correct and that I will abide by the 

association rules and regulations if my membership application is approved.   

4 Date  Signature: 

5 Place  
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2 Membership No.  

3 Demand draft No.   Date: 

4 Receipt No.  Date: 

5 Verified by Name: 

 

 

Signature: 

 

 
Membership form and the cheque/draft should be mailed to Dr. Chetana Vaishnavi, Professor, Division of Microbiology, 
Department of Gastroenterology, PGIMER, Chandigarh. Mobile No. 09417002682, E-mail: c.vaishnavi@rediffmail.com 


